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Whereas the United States Armed Forces
are leading the Global Coalition to Counter
ISIL and are deployed with Coalition allies
within the territory of Syria and are work-
ing by, with, and through local Syrian part-
ner forces to defeat ISIL and stabilize terri-
tory taken from it: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) strongly condemns the regime of Bashar
al-Assad for committing war crimes and
crimes against humanity during the Syrian
conflict, including the use of chemical weap-
ons, in violation of its obligations as re-
quired by United Nations Security Council
Resolutions 2118 (2013) and 2209 (2015), and for
the widespread use of torture, summary exe-
cutions, prolonged sieges, forcible reloca-
tions, and indiscriminate targeting of civil-
ians and humanitarian actors;

(2) condemns the Assad regime and the
Government of the Russian Federation for
using indiscriminate cluster munitions on
civilian areas and infrastructure and for the
deliberate targeting of United Nations hu-
manitarian aid convoys;

(3) urges all parties to the conflict, par-
ticularly the Russian Federation, Iran, and
Iranian-backed militias, to immediately halt
indiscriminate attacks, the imposition of
starvation sieges, and other forms of warfare
directed against civilians and civilian infra-
structure;

(4) strongly urges all parties to the conflict
to allow for and facilitate immediate, unfet-
tered access to humanitarian assistance
throughout Syria, respecting the safety, se-
curity, independence, and impartiality of hu-
manitarian workers and ensuring freedom of
movement to deliver aid, particularly in
areas of Syria controlled by opposition
forces;

(5) affirms the neutrality of medical pro-
fessionals providing humanitarian assistance
and health care on a non-political basis, and
condemns attacks against such personnel or
interference in the provision of medical care,
particularly in areas of Syria controlled by
opposition forces;

(6) encourages the President to make it the
policy of the United States Government to
continue to coordinate a comprehensive and
generous response to the Syrian humani-
tarian crisis, including assistance and devel-
opment, and protection of human rights in-
side Syria and in the region;

(7) urges all parties in Syria to support the
immediate and full implementation of
United Nations Security Council Resolution
2268 (2016), which calls for a cessation of hos-
tilities in the conflict, except with ISIL and
al Qaeda and their affiliated organizations,
to facilitate the provision of humanitarian
assistance and reconstruction of war-affected
communities in Syria;

(8) affirms that the elimination of al Qaeda
and ISIS safe havens in Syria, from which
those organizations can plan and launch at-
tacks against the United States and its part-
ners, is a vital national security interest of
the United States;

(9) commends the Syrian Democratic
Forces, the Syrian Arab Coalition, and other
local, Syrian partner forces for their support
of Operation Inherent Resolve and the efforts
of the Global Coalition to Counter ISIL;

(10) affirms that the stability of key Euro-
pean and Middle Eastern partners is vital to
the national security of the United States
and preventing the Syrian conflict from un-
dermining that stability is a top priority for
the United States;

(11) calls on the international community
to continue to support neighboring countries
and host communities who are generously
supporting refugees and internally displaced
persons fleeing the conflict in Syria;

(12) calls on the President to continue the
active participation of the United States
Government in a robust and effective diplo-
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matic process to achieve a political agree-
ment to the Syrian conflict; and

(13) urges the President to develop and sub-
mit to the Committees on Foreign Relations
and Armed Services of the Senate within 90
days a strategy for providing long-term sta-
bility and security in areas seized from ISIL.

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, 6 years
ago, the Syrian people rose up against
the tyranny of the Assad regime and
hoped that the international commu-
nity would stand by their side in this
monumental endeavor. Nearly half a
million Syrians have been Kkilled by
this conflict. More than 13 million Syr-
ians have been forced to flee their
homes and continue to face starvation
and sieges by pro-Assad forces. Assad’s
barrel bombs and Russian airstrikes
still target hospitals and schools. Syr-
ia’s neighbors have provided refuge to
nearly 5 million, mostly women and
children. At the same time, many Syr-
ians continue to risk their lives in an
attempt to find safety on Europe’s
shores.

In the vacuum left by Assad’s devas-
tation, extremist groups like ISIS and
al-Qaida have found fertile ground. An-
kara, Baghdad, Beirut, Brussels, Paris,
San Bernadino—these are just a few of
the places impacted by ISIS. As long as
the Syrian conflict continues, violence
and extremism will continue to spiral
out of the region. It is time for the
United States and international com-
munity to hold the Assad regime and
its backers accountable for their ac-
tions. The Trump administration
should take an active role in resolving
this conflict. The Syrian conflict has
many dimensions—Ileaving this to the
Russians and hoping that they can end
this war is not a strategy. American
leadership, along with support from re-
gional actors and the international
community, is the only meaningful ap-
proach towards bringing peace to Syria
and its citizens and justice to the
Assad regime for its brutal actions.

I am pleased to introduce this resolu-
tion with Senators McCAIN and RUBIO
and MURPHY that condemns the Assad
regime’s blatant disregard for inter-
national law and human life and asks
the Trump administration to pursue a
strategy that can help bring the brutal
conflict to a peaceful conclusion. The
resolution also denounces Iran and
Russia for their political and military
support of the Assad regime and calls
for protection of civilians and humani-
tarian workers.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 88—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT THE PRESIDENT
AND THE SECRETARY OF STATE
SHOULD ENSURE THAT THE
GOVERNMENT OF CANADA DOES
NOT PERMANENTLY STORE NU-
CLEAR WASTE IN THE GREAT
LAKES BASIN
Ms. STABENOW (for herself, Mrs.

GILLIBRAND, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr.

BROWN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr.

PETERS, and Ms. BALDWIN) submitted

the following resolution; which was re-

ferred to the Committee on Foreign

Relations:
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S. RES. 88

Whereas the water resources of the Great
Lakes Basin are precious public natural re-
sources, shared by the Great Lakes States
and the Canadian Provinces;

Whereas the United States and Canada
have, since 1909, worked to maintain and im-
prove the water quality of the Great Lakes
through water quality agreements;

Whereas over 40,000,000 people in both Can-
ada and the United States depend on the
fresh water from the Great Lakes for drink-
ing water;

Whereas Ontario Power Generation is pro-
posing to build a permanent geological re-
pository for nuclear waste less than one mile
from Lake Huron in Kincardine, Ontario,
Canada;

Whereas nuclear waste is highly toxic and
can take tens of thousands of years to de-
compose to safe levels;

Whereas a spill of nuclear waste into the
Great Lakes could have lasting and severely
adverse environmental, health, and eco-
nomic impacts on the Great Lakes and the
people that depend on them for their liveli-
hood:

Whereas 187 local, county, State, and tribal
governments have passed resolutions in op-
position to Ontario Power Generation’s pro-
posed nuclear waste repository;

Whereas tribes and First Nations’ citizens
have a strong spiritual and cultural connec-
tion to the Great Lakes, and its protection is
fundamental to treaty rights;

Whereas Ontario Power Generation has
promised not to move forward with their
current proposal without the support of the
First Nations that would be impacted; and

Whereas, during the 1980s, when the De-
partment of Energy, in accordance with the
Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982, was study-
ing potential sites for a permanent nuclear
waste repository in the United States, the
Government of Canada expressed concern
with locating a permanent nuclear waste re-
pository within shared water basins of the
two countries: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) the Government of Canada should not
allow a permanent nuclear waste repository
to be built within the Great Lakes Basin;

(2) the President and the Secretary of
State should take appropriate action to
work with the Government of Canada to pre-
vent a permanent nuclear waste repository
from being built within the Great Lakes
Basin; and

(3) the President and the Secretary of
State should work together with their Gov-
ernment of Canada counterparts on a safe
and responsible solution for the long-term
storage of nuclear waste.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 9—RECOGNIZING THE
GEORGE C. MARSHALL MUSEUM
AND GEORGE C. MARSHALL RE-
SEARCH LIBRARY IN LEX-
INGTON, VIRGINIA, AS THE NA-
TIONAL GEORGE C. MARSHALL
MUSEUM AND LIBRARY

Mr. KAINE (for himself and Mr. WAR-
NER) submitted the following concur-
rent resolution; which was referred to
the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources:

S. CoN. RES. 9

Whereas General George C. Marshall served
as Army Chief of Staff during World War II,
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Special Ambassador to China, Secretary of
State, and Secretary of Defense;

Whereas General George C. Marshall was
promoted to General of the Army in 1944, one
of only five Army five-star generals in the
history of the United States;

Whereas General George C. Marshall was
awarded the Congressional Gold Medal in
1946 for his military strategy and vital role
during World War II;

Whereas General George C. Marshall was
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1953 for de-
veloping the European economic recovery
strategy known as the Marshall Plan;

Whereas the George C. Marshall Founda-
tion was established in 1953 and is devoted to
preserving the legacy of General George C.
Marshall through educational scholarship
programs and facilities;

Whereas the George C. Marshall Founda-
tion opened the George C. Marshall Museum
and George C. Marshall Research Library in
1964 in Lexington, Virginia, on the post of
the Virginia Military Institute, which is the
alma mater of General George C. Marshall;

Whereas the George C. Marshall Museum
educates the public about the military and
diplomatic contributions of General George
C. Marshall through extensive exhibits; and

Whereas the George C. Marshall Research
Library maintains the most comprehensive
collection of records documenting the life
and leadership of General George C. Mar-
shall: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress recog-
nizes the George C. Marshall Museum and
George C. Marshall Research Library in Lex-
ington, Virginia, as the National George C.
Marshall Museum and Library.

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President. I would
like to recognize the George C. Mar-
shall Foundation’s museum and library
as the National George C. Marshall Mu-
seum. General George C. Marshall was
born in Uniontown, PA to a Virginia
family. He is a distant relative of Chief
Justice John Marshall, the fourth Su-
preme Court Justice of the United
States. General Marshall graduated
from the Virginia Military Institute in
1901 as senior first captain of the Corps
of Cadets.

General Marshall served in a variety
of posts in the Philippines, the United
States, France, and China, distin-
guishing himself as a military leader.
In 1939 he was named Chief of Staff by
President Roosevelt and was respon-
sible for building, supplying, and de-
ploying over 8 million soldiers. Mar-
shall also urged military readiness
prior to the attack on Pearl Harbor.

After World War II, President Tru-
man sent General Marshall to China to
broker a coalition government between
the Nationalist allies under Genera-
lissimo Chaing Kai-shek and the Com-
munists under Mao Zedong. In 1946,
General Marshall received the Congres-
sional Gold Medal of Honor. President
Truman appointed Marshall Secretary
of State in 1947. In what became known
as the Marshall Plan, as Secretary of
State Marshall oversaw the postwar
European economic recovery strategy.
In 1953, General Marshall received the
Nobel Peace Prize for his postwar
work, the only career officer in the
U.S. Army to ever receive this honor.

The George C. Marshall Foundation
was established in 1953 and officially
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opened in 1964. The foundation’s mu-
seum is located in Lexington, Virginia
and is dedicated to educating the pub-
lic and the military and diplomatic ca-
reer of General George C. Marshall.
The foundation has devoted its mission
to educating the public about the im-
portant contributions of General Mar-
shall through its museum and research
Library. The Museum has five exten-
sive exhibits and houses General Mar-
shall’s Nobel Peace Prize.

I am proud to introduce this resolu-
tion which will recognize and honor
General George C. Marshall.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I
have 10 requests for committees to
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. They have the approval of the Ma-
jority and Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN AFFAIRS
COMMITTEE

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on March 15, 2017, at 10 a.m. to conduct
a hearing entitled ‘‘Assessing U.S.
Sanctions on Russia: Next Steps.”

COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND TRANSPORTATION

COMMITTEE

The Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to hold a meeting during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday,
March 15, 2017, at 10 a.m. in room 106 of
the Dirksen Senate Office Building.

ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

The Committee on Environment and
Public Works is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, March 15, 2017, at 10 a.m. in
room 406 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday,
March 15, 2017, at 11 a.m., to hold a
hearing entitled ‘“‘Six Years of War in
Syria: The Human Toll.”

HOMELAND SECURITY COMMITTEE

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Wednesday, March 15,
2017, at 10 a.m.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on March 15, 2017, at 10
a.m., in room SD-226 of the Dirksen
Senate Office Building, to conduct a
hearing entitled ‘“Vows for Visas: In-
vestigating K-1 Fiancé Fraud.”

VETERANS’ AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs

is authorized to meet during the ses-
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sion of the Senate on Wednesday,
March 15, 2017, at 2:30 p.m. in SR-418, to
conduct a hearing entitled, “GAO’s
High Risk List and the Veterans
Health Administration.”
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Senate Select Committee on In-
telligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the 1156th Congress of the
U.S. Senate on Wednesday, March 15,
2017, from 1:30 p.m., in room SH-219 of
the Senate Hart Office Building.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON AIRLAND

The Subcommittee on Airland of the
Committee on Armed Services is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Wednesday, March 15,
2017, at 3:30 p.m.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

SUBCOMMITTEE ON CRIME AND TERRORISM

The Committee on the Judiciary,
Subcommittee on Crime and Ter-
rorism, is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on March 15,
2017, at 2:30 p.m. in room SD-226 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building.

————

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the privi-
leges of the floor be granted to Alex-
ander Haberstroh, a military fellow for
my office, as well as Charlotte Regula-
Whitefield, an oceans fellow for my of-
fice, for the remainder of 2017.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

FALEOMAVAEGA ENI FA’AUA’A
HUNKIN VA CLINIC

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of
H.R. 1362 and the Senate proceed to its
immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 1362) to name the Department
of Veterans Affairs community-based out-
patient clinic in Pago Pago, American
Samoa, the Faleomavaega Eni Fa’aua’a
Hunkin VA Clinic.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. LANKFORD. I ask unanimous
consent that the bill be considered read
a third time and passed and the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 1362) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE REGARDING THE TRAF-
FICKING OF ILLICIT FENTANYL
INTO THE UNITED STATES FROM
MEXICO AND CHINA

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Foreign
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